
Migration from Eastern Partnership Countries, Central Asia
and Russia to the EU and EFTA

Data and notes: Eurostat database. Tables migr_stock and migr_resvalid. Data downloaded in April 2013.
* EU 27, but for population stocks, no data for Greece available. Data for the UK are missing for most countries of origin except for Russia, Ukraine and Moldova. Most data for Cyprus, Luxembourg and Estonia are missing as well. ** Liechtenstein, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. ***Residence permit statistics refer to EU27 plus Norway except UK.
This analysis is based on statistics of migrant stocks in the EU-27 countries, Norway, Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Island. Most of the data refer to the year 2012, but for some countries data refer to earlier years (the oldest data refer to 2005). Statistics refer to usually resident people in the destinations countries by country of birth. The numbers are estimated based on the country of 
birth of the population in the destination countries. For some countries, most notably Germany, no data on country of birth were available from Eurostat database and country of citizenship was used. The indicator citizenship generally under-estimates immigration, because it excludes naturalised immigrants. On the other side the indicator country of birth over-estimates immigration to 
some countries, especially in Poland and the Baltic countries. Residence permit statistics were taken from Eurostat referring to the stocks of valid residence permits at the end of 2011.

Total number of migrants
from countries of origin

Number of immigrants: 52,000
Main destination countries: France, Germany and Spain. 
In total the gender distribution among immigrants is 
balanced, although there are slightly more women 
migrating to Spain and Germany.
Valid residence permits:  52,000 (mostly Spain, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Greece as well as Norway, the 
Netherlands and the Czech Republic). 

Number of immigrants: 32,000
Main destination countries: Germany followed by Latvia, 
France and Sweden. In total there are about as many 
women as men migrating to the EU.
Valid residence permits: 20,000 (mainly Germany, but 
there are also higher numbers of residence permits in 
France, the Netherlands and Sweden). 

Number of immigrants: 267,000
Main destination countries: Poland, Latvia and 
Lithuania but also Italy and Germany. Generally, most 
immigrants from Belarus are female (this is not the 
case however in Italy).
Valid residence permits: Over 116,000 residence 
permits, mainly Poland (approx. 62,000) and Germany 
(approx. 16,600).  

Number of immigrants: 100,000 
Main destination countries: More than half in Germany. 
There are slightly more women among Kazakh 
migrants in the EU and EFTA.
Valid residence permits: Over 60,000, mostly in 
Germany (almost 44,000). 

Number of immigrants: 16,000
Main destination country: Germany.
More women are among migrants from Kyrgyzstan to 
Western Europe.
Valid residence permits: 12,600, mainly in Germany 
(almost 7,600), Belgium (1,200) and Italy (1,100). 

Number of immigrants: 50,000
Main destination countries: Germany, Spain, Italy and 
France. There are more women among migrants from 
Georgia.
Valid residence permits: Almost 58,000 mostly issued 
in Greece (16,500), Germany (10,000), Italy (9,500) 
and Spain (7,600).

Number of immigrants: 270,000
Main destination countries: Around half in Italy, 
followed by Romania, Portugal, Spain and Germany. In 
most but not all countries there are more women than 
men among Moldovan immigrants.
Valid residence permits: Almost 240,000, mainly in Italy 
(148,000), followed by Romania, Spain, Portugal, 
Greece and Germany (over 10,000 each).   

Number of immigrants: over 1.2 million 
Main destination country: Germany, followed by the 
Baltic countries, Italy, Spain and the UK. The majority 
of migrants from Russia are female.
Valid residence permits: Almost 600,000 mostly issued 
in Germany (approx. 171,000), followed by Estonia 
(98,000), Spain (40,000), Latvia (40,000) and Italy 
(37,000). 

Number of immigrants: 4,000 
Main destination countries: Germany, Latvia and 
Lithuania. Gender distribution is balanced among 
migrants from Tajikistan.
Valid residence permits: 1,487, mainly issued in 
Germany (624) and the Czech Republic (124).  

Number of immigrants: 4,000 
Main destination countries: Germany, Latvia and 
Lithuania. There are slightly more women registered 
among migrants from Turkmenistan.
Valid residence permits: Approx. 1,800 mainly issued 
in Germany (1,100). 

Number of immigrants: over 1,000,000
Main destination countries: Poland and Italy, followed 
by Germany, the Czech Republic and Spain. Ukrainians 
are among the most important groups of immigrants in 
Poland and the Czech Republic.
Generally, more women migrate from Ukraine, though 
not in all countries (e.g. Czech Republic).
Valid residence permits: 787,000, mostly in Italy 
(224,000), the Czech Republic (119,000), Germany 
(112,000) and Poland (111,000).

Number of immigrants: 28,000
Main destination countries: Germany, Sweden, Latvia, 
Italy, Czech Republic and Lithuania. Tendency of more 
women but this is not the case in all countries, 
especially in the Czech Republic where predominantly 
men are immigrating from Uzbekistan. 
Valid residence permits: over 20,000 residence permits, 
mainly in Germany (8,200), Sweden (2,200) and the 
Czech Republic (1,800).  

There were around 3 million immigrants from Eastern Partnership countries,
Central Asia and Russia in the EU* and EFTA** countries in 2012.

This overview was prepared in the framework of the Prague Process (PP). The PP is a targeted migration dialogue policy process promoting migration
partnerships among the countries of the European Union, Schengen Area, Eastern Partnership, Western Balkans, Central Asia, Russia and Turkey.
For more information and contact please visit the project website: www.pragueprocess.eu.

Funded by the European Union

Between 2008 and 2011 per year around 
47,000 citizens from Eastern Partnership 
countries, Central Asia and Russia obtained 
citizenship in an EU or EFTA country.  By far, 
most naturalisations took place in Germany, 
followed by UK and France. Since 2002 most 
naturalised citizens were (former) Russian 
citizens at almost 150,000 acquisitions of 
citizenship. Further important groups among 
naturalised are Ukrainians at approx. 92,000, 
Moldovans at approx. 48,000 and Kazakhs at 
approx. 28,000.

In 2011 there were some 1.97 million valid 
residence permits held by citizens from 
Eastern Partnership countries, Central Asia 
and Russia in the EU-27 (excluding UK) and 
Norway. Most residence permit were issued 
in Italy and Germany at around 400,000 
each. Other important countries reporting 
significant numbers of residence permits are 
in descending order Poland,  the Czech 
Republic, Spain and Estonia (ranging from 
100,000 to 200,000).

Most immigrants from Eastern European countries reside in Germany and Italy constituting approx. one third of all immigrants from Eastern Partnership countries, Central Asia and 
Russia. Other important destination countries are Poland, the Baltic countries, Spain and the Czech Republic each with at least some 100,000 immigrants from the East. Most important 
countries of origin are Russia and Ukraine making up more than half of all immigrants in the EU and EFTA. The two leading countries of origin are followed by Moldova and Belarus as 
important source countries for migration to the EU and EFTA. Immigrants from Eastern Partnership countries, Central Asia and Russia amount to around 5 to 10 percent of all immigrants 
from outside of the EU. There is the tendency of female dominated migration to the EU and EFTA and for most countries Eurostat reports more female migrants than male. This is not the 
case in Belgium, the Czech Republic and Portugal, where more men migrate to. More than 370,000 citizens from the countries of origin have naturalised in the EU and EFTA since 2002. 
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