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MIGRANT VULNERABILITIES DUE TO COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Insufficient financial 
resources

Temporary contracts 
and precarious forms 

of employment 

Sources: 
- IOM Migration Factsheet No. 6 – The impact of COVID-19 on migrants LINK
- ILO Brief on Seasonal Migrant Workers’ Schemes: Rethinking Fundamental Principles and Mechanisms in light of COVID-19 LINK 
- Foreign labor migrants in Russia in conditions of pandemia and economic crisis in Monitoring of the economic situation in Russia Trends and challenges of socio-economic development 2020. No. 11 (113). 
May (in Russian) LINK
- Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on live-in care workers in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland LINK
- A Vulnerable Workforce: Migrant Workers in the COVID-19 Pandemic LINK
- Immigrant Key Workers: Their Contribution to Europe’s COVID-19 Response LINK
- Eurostat LINK
- Migration Data Portal LINK

REPRESENTATION OF MIGRANTS 
IN THE KEY OCCUPATIONS ACROSS THE EU
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workers
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Projected decrease of 
remittance flows to 
Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia

POLICY MEASURES INTRODUCED BY SOME 
EU COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS SEASONAL 
LABOUR SHORTAGE

Recourse to the native labour force (e.g. Spain, 
Italy, Germany, Switzerland) 

Extensions of visa, residence permits and 
exceptional admissions (e.g. Germany, Spain)

Engagement of asylum seekers for helping with 
harvest (e.g. France, Germany)

Regularisation (e.g. Portugal, Italy)

REVEALED CHALLENGES

seasonal agriculture workers have not been fully 
rewarded for their contribution to society 

lack of farming skills of the native labour force leads 
to losses in harvest

need to make adjustments to the workplace practices 
in line with COVID-19 prevention measures

unfair competition between employers who observe distancing 
measures and supply protective equipment to the workers (thus 
have higher expenses) and those who do not

The probability of being 
a temporary employee 
is 16% higher for 
intra-EU migrants and 
48% higher for third 
country nationals than 
for natives across 
EU MS.

32% of migrants 
interviewed in 
Moscow stated 
that they lost all 
their sources of 
income due to the 
pandemic

25%

of the food 
produced in ITALY 

depends on 
seasonal workers

OVERALL UNEMPLOYMENT TRENDS

EU

Russia

6.7%
0.3%

May 2020

since 
March 2020

6.1%
1.4%

May 2020

since 
March 2020

Exposure to 
crowded working 

and living 
conditions

No or restricted 
access to the 

health services

No or restricted 
access to social 
benefits or state 

support

Cultural and 
linguistic barriers 

resulting in 
limited access to 

information

On average twice as 
many labour migrants 
live in the same 
apartment as 
compared to 
non-migrants.

Inability to return 
home or enter 

the host country 
due to closed 

borders

Impossibility of 
teleworking due 

to the specifics of 
work

The majority of 
migrants are 
occupied in sectors 
where remote 
work is almost 
impossible

Xenophobia and 
discrimination

Stigma can 
undermine social 
cohesion and prompt 
possible social 
isolation of groups, 
resulting in higher 
likelihood of the 
virus to spread.
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https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ICP/MPR/migration_factsheet_6_covid-19_and_migrants.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_745481.pdf
https://www.iep.ru/upload/iblock/5f0/17.pdf
https://ltccovid.org/2020/05/14/impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-live-in-care-workers-in-germany-austria-and-switzerland/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC120730/a_vulnerable_workforce_migrant_workers_in_the_covide19_pandemic_online.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/sites/know4pol/files/key_workers_covid_0423.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/remittances

