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Population
10 486 941 (World Bank 2022)
10475 204 (STAT SE 2022)

Working-age
population

6 517 761 (World Bank 2022)
7 522 200 (STAT SE 2022)

Refugees and IDPs

Refugees

258 117 (UN Refugee Stock
2023)

6 401 (SE Migration Agency
2021)

Asylum Seekers
12 546 (UNHCR 2023)
11 425 (STAT SE 2021)

General Information

Immigration
927 774 (Eurostat 2019)
90 631 (STAT SE 2021)

Unemployment rate
7.4 % (World Bank 2022)
8.2 % (STAT SE 2022)

Citizenship

By Birth: No

By Descent: Yes
Dual Citizenship: Yes

Years of Residency: 5

e
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Emigration

327 581 (UN Emigration Stock
2020)

48 284 (STAT SE 2021)

GDP

591 718 144 602.1 current
prices USD (World Bank 2022)

5457 000 000 000 current
prices SEK (STAT SE 2021)

Territory

450 295 km?® (CIA World
Factbook)


https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_imm8/default/table?lang=en
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/yearly-statistics--the-whole-country/immigrations-to-sweden-2021-and-2020-by-sex-and-top-20-countries-of-birth-2021
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/yearly-statistics--the-whole-country/emigration-from-sweden-2017-and-2018-by-sex-and-top-20-countries-of-birth
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.1564.TO
https://www.statistikdatabasen.scb.se/pxweb/en/ssd/START__AM__AM0401__AM0401A/NAKUBefolkning2M/table/tableViewLayout1
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SL.UEM.TOTL.NE.ZS
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/labour-market/labour-force-surveys/labour-force-surveys-lfs
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/national-accounts/national-accounts/national-accounts-quarterly-and-annual-estimates
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/Our-mission/The-Swedish-resettlement-programme.html#:~:text=The%20government%20has%20decided%20that,will%20be%20received%20by%20Sweden.
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/Our-mission/The-Swedish-resettlement-programme.html#:~:text=The%20government%20has%20decided%20that,will%20be%20received%20by%20Sweden.
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/yearly-statistics--the-whole-country/asylum-seekers-2002-2020/
http://globalcit.eu/acquisition-citizenship/
http://globalcit.eu/acquisition-citizenship/
http://globalcit.eu/acquisition-citizenship/
http://globalcit.eu/acquisition-citizenship/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/sweden/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/sweden/

Migration Authorities
Responsible Body

Ministry for Justice

Line Ministries

Ministry of Employment

Agencies

Statistics Sweden (SCB)

Swedish Migration Service

Swedish Public Employment Service

Centre for Social Orientation

Key Policy Documents

Temporary Act (2016: 752) on temporary restrictions on the
possibility of obtaining a residence permit in Sweden

Aliens Ordinance (2006:97)

Aliens Act (2005: 716)

Aliens Act (2021 amendments)

New rules for Work Permits (June 2022)

Expulsion on account of criminal offences (August 2022)

Delegation for the Employment of Young People and Newly
Arrived Migrants, and promotion funds (2022)

Relevant Publications

UN Migration Profile
International Migration Outlook 2021: Sweden
Swedish Integration Policy: Government Factsheet

Migration and Asylum Policy in Sweden

Sweden became a from 1945 onwards.
In 2022, the up from

. This population growth is heavily impacted
by immigration in response to economic growth and
employment opportunities, as well as a traditionally open
policy to asylum seekers.

The flow of immigrants has increased from 49.391 in 1998 to
90.631 in 2021. Moreover, there (163.005
immigrants), 2015 (134.240) and 2017 (144.489). In 2021,

-10.480,
followed by Indians (6.017), Syrians (3.538), Germans (3.501),
Pakistanis (3.240), Poles (3.181), Iranians (2.443), Iraqis
(2.122), Turks (2.077) and Afghanistanis (2.025). Over the past
ten years, nationals of Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, India and
Poland make up the majority of immigrants.

In terms of emigration flow, left Sweden in
2021. This figure has remained relatively constant over the
past decade. Denmark was the most popular destination
country, followed by the UK and

So far in 2022,

, of which only 4.5% were issued to EU and EEA
citizens. Most permits were issued to nationals of Over 50%
(38.374) of these permits are linked to asylum and 27% to
work, followed by family reunification grounds and study
reasons with 13% and 3.5% respectively. Compared to

Relating to the academic year 2020-21, Sweden welcomed
33.278 international students. Statistics Sweden data shows
that this figure has remained between
, While

. International and exchange students
from outside the EU/EEA who are admitted for studies lasting
longer than three months must apply for a residence permit in
Sweden. Unlike many countries, however, Sweden allows
international students to work in the country during their
studies. Of the 451.445 higher education students registered in
Sweden for the academic year 2020-21, 320.373 had at least
one parent born in Sweden, while 61.047

Integrating migrants remains an issue in Sweden. While the
unemployment rate for Sweden as a whole stands at 8.3%, the
unemployment rate for foreign born individuals

The situation is worse when youth
unemployment is taken into consideration. In January 2022,
there were 131.000 unemployed young people aged 15-24
years. This equates to an unemployment rate of 22.5%.

Sweden has a long history of receiving refugees and asylum
seekers from active war zones, and the largest share come
from over the last ten years. In the
1990s, the wars in the Balkans caused substantial immigration
from former Yugoslavia to Sweden.

.In 2021, Sweden
hosted over recognised refugees, almost half of whom
were Syrians.

The large drop in asylum applications after 2016 is partly due
to changes to Sweden’s migration policy. The Swedish
government introduced border controls, followed in mid-2016
by . This
represented a significant shift in policy away from an open
stance on asylum in response to public concerns and the rise of
anti-immigrant feeling.



https://www.government.se/government-of-sweden/ministry-of-justice/
https://www.government.se/government-of-sweden/ministry-of-employment/
https://www.scb.se/en/
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Startpage.html
https://arbetsformedlingen.se/other-languages/english-engelska
https://nyistockholm.se/engelska/
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-2016752-om-tillfalliga-begransningar-av_sfs-2016-752
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-2016752-om-tillfalliga-begransningar-av_sfs-2016-752
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/utlanningsforordning-200697_sfs-2006-97
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/utlanningslag-2005716_sfs-2005-716
https://www.regeringen.se/rattsliga-dokument/proposition/2021/04/prop.-202021191/
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Other-operators/Employers/News-archive-for-employers/Nyheter-Employers/2022-05-24-New-rules-for-work-permits-to-be-introduced-on-1-June.html
https://www.riksdagen.se/en/news/2022/jun/17/more-stringent-rules-for-expulsion-on-account-of-criminal-offences/
https://www.government.se/articles/2021/09/labour-market-policy-initiatives-in-the-budget-bill-for-2022/#Extendedmandate
https://www.government.se/articles/2021/09/labour-market-policy-initiatives-in-the-budget-bill-for-2022/#Extendedmandate
https://esa.un.org/miggmgprofiles/indicators/files/Sweden.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/international-migration-outlook-2021_11b95afc-en
https://www.government.se/contentassets/b055a941e7a247348f1acf6ade2fd876/swedish-integration-policy-fact-sheet-in-english#:~:text=The%20goal%20of%20integration%20policy,of%20birth%20or%20ethnic%20background.
https://www.government.se/government-policy/migration-and-asylum/
https://sweden.se/culture/history/sweden-and-migration
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/monthly-statistics--the-whole-country/population-statistics-2019-2022-month-and-1998-2021-year/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/monthly-statistics--the-whole-country/population-statistics-2019-2022-month-and-1998-2021-year/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/yearly-statistics--the-whole-country/immigrations-to-sweden-2021-and-2020-by-sex-and-top-20-countries-of-birt
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/yearly-statistics--the-whole-country/immigrations-to-sweden-2021-and-2020-by-sex-and-top-20-countries-of-birt
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/population/population-composition/population-statistics/pong/tables-and-graphs/monthly-statistics--the-whole-country/population-statistics-2019-2022-month-and-1998-2021-year/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/523165/sweden-emigration-by-country-of-destination/#:~:text=The%20highest%20number%20of%20people,while%20Norway%20came%20in%20third.
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/Statistics/Granted-permits-overviews.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/Statistics/Granted-permits-overviews.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/Statistics/Granted-permits-overviews.html
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/education-and-research/higher-education/swedish-and-foreign-background-among-students-and-doctoral-students-in-higher-education/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/education-and-research/higher-education/swedish-and-foreign-background-among-students-and-doctoral-students-in-higher-education/
https://www.government.se/contentassets/543fe19734084885973a5001d866224c/press-releases-20062010---tobias-krantz
https://www.government.se/contentassets/543fe19734084885973a5001d866224c/press-releases-20062010---tobias-krantz
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/education-and-research/higher-education/swedish-and-foreign-background-among-students-and-doctoral-students-in-higher-education/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/education-and-research/higher-education/swedish-and-foreign-background-among-students-and-doctoral-students-in-higher-education/
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/labour-market/labour-force-surveys/labour-force-surveys-lfs/pong/statistical-news/labour-force-surveys-lfs-1st-quarter-2021-corrected-2021-06-22/#:~:text=The%20relative%20unemployment%20ra
https://www.scb.se/en/finding-statistics/statistics-by-subject-area/labour-market/labour-force-surveys/labour-force-surveys-lfs/pong/statistical-news/labour-force-surveys-lfs-1st-quarter-2021-corrected-2021-06-22/#:~:text=The%20relative%20unemployment%20ra
https://sweden.se/culture/history/sweden-and-migration
https://sweden.se/culture/history/sweden-and-migration
https://sweden.se/culture/history/sweden-and-migration
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=s8DwxG
https://www.migrationsverket.se/download/18.2b2a286016dabb81a1860ac/1609770404175/Inkomna_ans%C3%B6kningar_om_asyl_2020_-_Applications_for_asylum_received_2020.pdf
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/Statistics/Asylum.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/download/18.5e83388f141c129ba63127ea/1485556221225/Inkomna%20ans%C3%B6kningar%20om%20asyl%202010.pdf
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-2016752-om-tillfalliga-begransningar-av_sfs-2016-752

Swedish asylum and immigration policy is based on the
of 2005 , of 2006, and the

. The new
legal framework came into force in 2016 and covered only the
minimum level of the EU asylum standard. The new rules also
introduced changes such as fewer protection grounds,
temporary residence permits as a rule, more limited
opportunities for family reunification and strengthened supply
requirements for family reunification. The new law has three
types of protection status: refugee status declaration;
subsidiary protection; and person otherwise in need of
protection. The focus here is on temporariness, rather than a
permanent stay for refugees. At the same time, the Swedish
Migration Agency have become more restrictive in their
assessment of protection needs. For example, in 2014,

, but in 2017 the
share of positive asylum decisions had dropped to 38%.

In recent years, Sweden has also increased its focus on the
return of rejected asylum seekers. In 2018, Sweden and
Austria (leading the working group on harmonisation) became
partners in the .
The programme aims to strengthen, facilitate and streamline
the return process in the EU through common initiatives. The
aim is also to promote durable and efficient reintegration to
countries outside the EU.

In 2022, Sweden has implemented the EU Temporary
Protection Directive to cover people fleeing the conflict in
Ukraine that broke out on 24th February and has also enlarged
the scope of the provisions. means that those
who travelled to and stayed in Sweden between 30th October
2021 and 23rd February 2022 are also included in the group
who are entitled to residence permits with temporary
protection. Since the outbreak of the war in , Sweden
has taken in 37.230 persons fleeing the conflict.

. These include the introduction of a requirement for
an employment contract to be signed before moving to Sweden
and the obligation of employers to report any change in
employment terms. Furthermore, changes have also been made
to prevent foreign workers from being expelled due to minor
errors, while a new residency permit - which remains valid for
up to nine months - is being introduced by the Swedish
authorities for highly qualified workers who wish to stay in the
country. The objective of these changes is to protect foreign
workers as well as attract and retain foreign talent.



https://www.government.se/contentassets/784b3d7be3a54a0185f284bbb2683055/aliens-act-2005_716.pdf
https://www.government.se/contentassets/784b3d7be3a54a0185f284bbb2683055/aliens-act-2005_716.pdf
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-Agency/For-press/News-archive/News-archive-2021/2021-07-21-The-Swedish-Migration-Agency-is-now-starting-to-apply-the-new-rules-of-the-Aliens-Act.html
https://www.government.se/contentassets/1a44738c52aa4330902523e74205d594/aliens-ordinance.pdf
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-2016752-om-tillfalliga-begransningar-av_sfs-2016-752
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-2016752-om-tillfalliga-begransningar-av_sfs-2016-752
https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-020-00221-1
https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-020-00221-1
https://returnnetwork.eu/
https://www.delmi.se/seminarier/2020-02-05-de-som-inte-far-stanna/
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Leaving-Sweden/Rejection-of-application-for-asylum/Returning-voluntarily.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Leaving-Sweden/Rejection-of-application-for-asylum/Returning-voluntarily.html
https://www.delmi.se/media/otjpbvpe/delmi-report-2020_1-eng.pdf
https://www.delmi.se/media/otjpbvpe/delmi-report-2020_1-eng.pdf
https://www.government.se/articles/2022/04/temporary-protection-directive-to-cover-more-people/
https://www.migrationsverket.se/Om-Migrationsverket/Statistik/Sokande-fran-Ukraina.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/Privatpersoner/Arbeta-i-Sverige/Nyhetsarkiv/2022-05-23-Nya-regler-fran-1-juni-for-dig-som-soker-arbetstillstand.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/Privatpersoner/Arbeta-i-Sverige/Nyhetsarkiv/2022-05-23-Nya-regler-fran-1-juni-for-dig-som-soker-arbetstillstand.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/Privatpersoner/Arbeta-i-Sverige/Nyhetsarkiv/2022-05-23-Nya-regler-fran-1-juni-for-dig-som-soker-arbetstillstand.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/Privatpersoner/Arbeta-i-Sverige/Nyhetsarkiv/2022-05-23-Nya-regler-fran-1-juni-for-dig-som-soker-arbetstillstand.html

