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Population

5422 069 (World Bank 2024)
5422 069 (STAT SK 2024)

Working-age
population

3562 375 (World Bank 2024)
1 828 200 (STAT SK 2021)

Refugees, Asylum
seekers, IDPs
Refugees

146 004 (UNHCR 2025)

63 (SK Mol 2024)

Asylum Seekers

83 (UNHCR 2025)

165 (SK Mol 2024)

IDPs

0 (UNHCR 2025)

General Information

Immigration

323 991 (UN Immigration Stock
2024)

6 824 (STAT SK 2024)

Unemployment
rate

5.3 % (World Bank 2024)
5.3 % (STAT SK 2024)

Citizenship

By Birth

No (GLOBALCIT 2024)

By Descent

Yes (GLOBALCIT 2024)
Years of Residency

8 years of residence required
(GLOBALCIT 2024)

Emigration

389 909 (UN Emigration Stock
2024)

4 425 (STAT SK 2024)

GDP

140 934 076 532.4 current
prices USD (World Bank 2024)

130 207 520 000 current
prices USD (STAT SK 2024)

Territory

49 035 km? (CIA World
Factbook)

Data from international sources is updated automatically as it becomes available.


https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVTLdtowEP2WLlgKjR7WY2kgMa9DYzs2wZse21iNSzAkcUnI11ekSVvCwc6iWuhI9r2S5s7cwQm-wUmV7srvaV1uqvTO7heJ-ObLker1iAsgnQGMxtHA90JNgAOeHwPULLiA0bV75QVjbgEOTo74vSmz_Ek4G_YvqRc5b_zL8Iq6mnv9QfD10vL7VIVTQQHIK__cb0-88fueO-RyCqCmngMjdxgF2mcMXHZ8v-rFFEZyFpCJ73uTq_f74cxw4XP8hgc28Qk_0e8E0MAfaYpjnOAkr-ptfYsXm-wxvUVFhbY_sw7Y6a5cpXlZdGD3WNSr_b9fChAkM5wgJ5OAuACBlEolAkKW1HBDlVwezt7m5RIvtMM0NzpDhWQWTTRFSuc5chTVkMqMQCE-xnKa7KQ51c1aRPJzuWgQq4kft-Ui_pCLVi-cApLmUpsf9G6p5rYzkjaRk0YVDiK3We43wPV9P5zGMXgxtQBGPJhFkU16G-Ba4IUVSp4tFCLxfFcWTziqNg9r24TCv3VIMmkKQRmyBWonTjKUgWMQgTTLCwIGMoGHgMdtfcc2tvLH_X3iWvdsqrp4rvHNH_uUlUHpqu6AXRyeUJe7qkCP24d0t3_3UgeEAeNwBYgB4fYtS41SawqUG8aEXprCOPIk1OOamNDzoX7KcjbOMlt3n_J1F7rEelZwSrjSlNl1c5D_q0ds19HrWCu2L-1Aq-AiGL70Zsibo8V49zJ1v_wCeUj58g!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVTLdtowEP2WLlgKjR7WY2kgMa9DYzs2wZse21iNSzAkcUnI11ekSVvCwc6iWuhI9r2S5s7cwQm-wUmV7srvaV1uqvTO7heJ-ObLker1iAsgnQGMxtHA90JNgAOeHwPULLiA0bV75QVjbgEOTo74vSmz_Ek4G_YvqRc5b_zL8Iq6mnv9QfD10vL7VIVTQQHIK__cb0-88fueO-RyCqCmngMjdxgF2mcMXHZ8v-rFFEZyFpCJ73uTq_f74cxw4XP8hgc28Qk_0e8E0MAfaYpjnOAkr-ptfYsXm-wxvUVFhbY_sw7Y6a5cpXlZdGD3WNSr_b9fChAkM5wgJ5OAuACBlEolAkKW1HBDlVwezt7m5RIvtMM0NzpDhWQWTTRFSuc5chTVkMqMQCE-xnKa7KQ51c1aRPJzuWgQq4kft-Ui_pCLVi-cApLmUpsf9G6p5rYzkjaRk0YVDiK3We43wPV9P5zGMXgxtQBGPJhFkU16G-Ba4IUVSp4tFCLxfFcWTziqNg9r24TCv3VIMmkKQRmyBWonTjKUgWMQgTTLCwIGMoGHgMdtfcc2tvLH_X3iWvdsqrp4rvHNH_uUlUHpqu6AXRyeUJe7qkCP24d0t3_3UgeEAeNwBYgB4fYtS41SawqUG8aEXprCOPIk1OOamNDzoX7KcjbOMlt3n_J1F7rEelZwSrjSlNl1c5D_q0ds19HrWCu2L-1Aq-AiGL70Zsibo8V49zJ1v_wCeUj58g!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVTLdtowEP2WLlgKjR7WY2kgMa9DYzs2wZse21iNSzAkcUnI11ekSVvCwc6iWuhI9r2S5s7cwQm-wUmV7srvaV1uqvTO7heJ-ObLker1iAsgnQGMxtHA90JNgAOeHwPULLiA0bV75QVjbgEOTo74vSmz_Ek4G_YvqRc5b_zL8Iq6mnv9QfD10vL7VIVTQQHIK__cb0-88fueO-RyCqCmngMjdxgF2mcMXHZ8v-rFFEZyFpCJ73uTq_f74cxw4XP8hgc28Qk_0e8E0MAfaYpjnOAkr-ptfYsXm-wxvUVFhbY_sw7Y6a5cpXlZdGD3WNSr_b9fChAkM5wgJ5OAuACBlEolAkKW1HBDlVwezt7m5RIvtMM0NzpDhWQWTTRFSuc5chTVkMqMQCE-xnKa7KQ51c1aRPJzuWgQq4kft-Ui_pCLVi-cApLmUpsf9G6p5rYzkjaRk0YVDiK3We43wPV9P5zGMXgxtQBGPJhFkU16G-Ba4IUVSp4tFCLxfFcWTziqNg9r24TCv3VIMmkKQRmyBWonTjKUgWMQgTTLCwIGMoGHgMdtfcc2tvLH_X3iWvdsqrp4rvHNH_uUlUHpqu6AXRyeUJe7qkCP24d0t3_3UgeEAeNwBYgB4fYtS41SawqUG8aEXprCOPIk1OOamNDzoX7KcjbOMlt3n_J1F7rEelZwSrjSlNl1c5D_q0ds19HrWCu2L-1Aq-AiGL70Zsibo8V49zJ1v_wCeUj58g!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.1564.TO
http://statdat.statistics.sk/cognosext/cgi-bin/cognos.cgi?b_action=cognosViewer&ui.action=run&ui.object=storeID%28%22iF41FA7A868E74315A56CF26B722E3A07%22%29&ui.name=Indexy%20vekov%C3%A9ho%20zlo%C5%BEenia%20-%20SR%2C%20oblasti%2C%20kraje%2C%20okresy%2C%20mesto%2C%20vidiek%20%5Bom7005rr%5D&run.outputFormat=&run.prompt=true&cv.header=false&ui.backURL=%2Fcognosext%2Fcps4%2Fportlets%2Fcommon%2Fclose.html&run.outputLocale=sk
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SL.UEM.TOTL.NE.ZS
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVFNT8JAEP01HJed_Si7eyxCShGNgBW6F9Ntt7JCW5AK8u9tjQcNgcTEOUxmJm9e3svDGi-xLpODe0lqV5XJptlj3XueilD2-8QHEN4AwnE0mAZzRYADXvwGyPvZEMJH_yGYjXkD8LC-_v-ENdZpWW_rFY4rs09WyJZo-2460LSNWyepsx047G29Pv28eEYQafIcMfAE4hY8ZIySyMtTyjNPpkBVy71NXYZjmSUmA0gQIcAQV0QhJWSKLE1YlkuqpD3zci629QIXym__9RfkJvBHXEwA5CTwIPRH0UxNGQOffQOucMSNBnFRwy3Fi4OzRxyV1VvR5DP_o8UR4DHWzhTdY1p0oUuoFD1OCZeKsmZuA3evu532m1SqsrYfNV7-eyzbIiokO6F1fjdkXMefu_X6Lg!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rVFNT8JAEP01HJed_Si7eyxCShGNgBW6F9Ntt7JCW5AK8u9tjQcNgcTEOUxmJm9e3svDGi-xLpODe0lqV5XJptlj3XueilD2-8QHEN4AwnE0mAZzRYADXvwGyPvZEMJH_yGYjXkD8LC-_v-ENdZpWW_rFY4rs09WyJZo-2460LSNWyepsx047G29Pv28eEYQafIcMfAE4hY8ZIySyMtTyjNPpkBVy71NXYZjmSUmA0gQIcAQV0QhJWSKLE1YlkuqpD3zci629QIXym__9RfkJvBHXEwA5CTwIPRH0UxNGQOffQOucMSNBnFRwy3Fi4OzRxyV1VvR5DP_o8UR4DHWzhTdY1p0oUuoFD1OCZeKsmZuA3evu532m1SqsrYfNV7-eyzbIiokO6F1fjdkXMefu_X6Lg!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.minv.sk/?statistiky-20
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.minv.sk/?statistiky-20
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/slovakia/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/slovakia/

Migration Authorities
Responsible Body

Ministry of Interior

Line Ministries
The Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family
Migration office

Ministry of Justice

Agencies
Foreign and Border Police
Informational centre for combating trafficking in human beings and for crime prevention

Statistical Office

Key Policy Documents

National Strategy of the Slovak Republic for Asylum and Migration Management 2025
Migration Policy of the Slovak Republic with a view to 2025 - new version

National Programme for Combating Human Trafficking 2024-2028

2002 (2022) Act on Asylum

2011 Act on the Residence of Aliens

Integration Policy of the Slovak Republic from 2014

Strategy of Labour Mobility of Foreigners in the Slovak Republic 2018

Relevant Publications

Exploring the Potential of Digitalisation in Migration Management in the Prague Process Region
Digitalisation and labour migration: the use of modern technology, challenges and opportunities
How will migration to Europe look in the Future?

Intra-corporate Transferees (ICTs): The benefits for the EU and the opportunity cost

ICMPD, Re-thinking approaches to labour migration Potential and Gaps in EU Member States’ Migration Infrastructures Case Study
Summary — Slovakia

ICMPD, Re-thinking approaches to labour migration? Potentials and gaps in EU member states’ migration infrastructures


https://www.minv.sk/?ministry-of-interior
https://www.employment.gov.sk/en/
https://www.minv.sk/?ministry-of-interior
https://www.justice.gov.sk/
https://www.minv.sk/?bureau-of-border-and-foreign-police-of-the-presidium-of-the-police-force-2
https://www.minv.sk/?information-centre-for-combating-trafficking-in-human-beings-and-for-crime-prevention
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/ext/home/!ut/p/z1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfIjo8ziA809LZycDB0NLPyCXA08QxwD3IO8TAwNTEz1wwkpiAJKG-AAjgZA_VFgJc7ujh4m5j4GBhY-7qYGno4eoUGWgcbGBo7GUAV4zCjIjTDIdFRUBADse0bP/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://rokovania.gov.sk/RVL/Material/30862/1
https://rokovania.gov.sk/RVL/Material/26387/1
https://rokovania.gov.sk/RVL/Material/28861/1
https://www.minv.sk/?dokumenty-na-stiahnutie-3&dokument=211&subor=292342
https://www.minv.sk/swift_data/source/policia/hranicna_a_cudzinecka_policia/pravne_predpisy/zakony/zakon_404_2011_o_pobyte_cudzincov.pdf
https://www.employment.gov.sk/files/slovensky/uvod/informacie-cudzinci/integracna-politika.pdf
https://rokovania.gov.sk/RVL/Material/23260/1
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/470-exploring-the-potential-of-digitalisation-in-migration-management-in-the-prague-process-region
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/379-digitalisation-and-labour-migration-the-use-of-modern-technology-challenges-and-opportunities
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/216-how-will-migration-to-europe-look-in-the-future
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/208-intra-corporate-transferees-icts-the-benefits-for-the-eu-and-the-opportunity-cost
https://www.migrationpartnershipfacility.eu/calls-for-proposals/documents/47-mapping/262-mapping-legal-pathways-slovakia-summary-2024
https://www.migrationpartnershipfacility.eu/calls-for-proposals/documents/47-mapping/262-mapping-legal-pathways-slovakia-summary-2024
https://www.icmpd.org/file/download/63761/file/20241115_Overall_Report.pdf

Historically a country of emigration, Slovakia has become increasingly attractive to foreign nationals since joining the EU and the
Schengen area. By June 2025, the population stood at 5,413,813, down by 0.15% compared with June 2024, marking the fifth
consecutive year of population decline and the first sustained decrease since independence. This trend is driven mainly by natural
population loss, as births continue to fall despite stabilising mortality. Although immigration still exceeds emigration, it remains
insufficient to offset demographic decline.

According to UN DESA, an estimated 389,909 Slovaks lived abroad in 2024, with 95% residing elsewhere in Europe. The largest
diaspora communities were in Czechia (59%), Austria (13%), Hungary (6%), and Switzerland (6%). Emigration flows have risen since
the COVID-19 pandemic, averaging around 4,500 departures annually between 2022 and 2024. In 2024, 4,425 Slovak citizens
emigrated, mainly to Czechia (44%), Austria (17%), Germany (7%), and the United Kingdom (7%). Most emigrants were of working
age (15-44), with 35% holding secondary and 27% tertiary education. Family reasons accounted for nearly half of all departures.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the foreign population in Slovakia has continued to grow, supported by more than three decades of
positive net migration. This increase reflects relatively strong economic performance, EU membership, low unemployment, population
ageing, and the outward mobility of Slovak workers within the EU.

In 2024, immigration reached 6,824 persons, a 15% increase compared with 2023. Slovak citizens accounted for just over half of
arrivals (53%), followed by nationals of Hungary (4%), Czechia (3%), and Russia (2%). Family reasons dominated migration motives
(45%). While a large share of newcomers reported no formal education (42%), nearly one quarter (23%) held tertiary qualifications.
According to UN DESA, the immigrant stock rose to 323,991 in 2024 - up 64% from 2020 - with Ukrainians (38%), Czechs (30%), and
Hungarians (6%) forming the largest groups.

In 2024, Slovakia granted 18,959 first residence permits, down 34% from 2023, mainly to the nationals were Ukraine (27%), Serbia
(11%), Vietnam (8%) and Georgia (6%). Employment remained the main purpose of stay (65%), ahead of family reunification (17%)
and education (14%).By purpose, work-related permits were most frequently issued to nationals of Ukraine (18%), Serbia (14%),
Georgia (9%), and Vietnam (9%). Family reunification permits were mainly granted to Ukrainians (26%), Vietnamese (14%), and
Russians (8%), while education-related permits were overwhelmingly issued to Ukrainian nationals (73%). Despite fewer new permits,
the overall stock of valid residence permits continued to rise, reaching 153,301 by the end of 2024. Two-thirds were employment-
based, and just over one-fifth related to family reunification, confirming Slovakia’s sustained reliance on foreign labour and family
migration despite short-term fluctuations in inflows.

First-time asylum applications in Slovakia fluctuated at relatively low levels between 2015 and 2020 (around 100-265 annually), rose
sharply to a peak of about 500 in 2022, before declining again to 370 in 2023 and falling further to around 135 in 2024. The main
countries of origin in 2024 were Ukraine (30 applicants), Belarus (15), and Afghanistan (15). Compared with 2023, the steepest
decline concerned Turkish nationals, whose applications dropped from 130 to just five in 2024,

Since the start of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, over 2.5 million people had crossed into Slovakia by September 2024. As of
October 2025, over 137,000 persons who fled Ukraine resided in Slovakia under temporary protection. To support a coordinated
response, the Ministry of the Interior and UNHCR adopted a Refugee Response Plan in 2024, strengthening assistance in protection,
education, healthcare, and psychosocial support. In June 2025, EU Member States agreed to extend temporary protection for persons
displaced from Ukraine until 4 March 2027.

Until 2020, irregular migration in Slovakia remained stable at around 2,000-2,500 detections of illegal in-country presence annually.
This changed sharply in 2022-2023, when secondary transit movements along the Western Balkan route surged following the
reintroduction of internal border controls by Czechia and Austria. The number of non-EU nationals found to be illegally present rose to
11,791 in 2022 and quadrupled to 47,610 in 2023, with over 97% linked to secondary transit, mainly from Hungary towards Germany
via neighbouring states. Syrians dominated detections (78% in 2022 and 95% in 2023). In 2024, the trend reversed, with detections
falling more than tenfold to 2,585, largely due to reinforced border measures; Ukrainians accounted for 83% of cases. Enforcement
indicators followed a similar downward trend. Refusals of entry to non-EU nationals fell by 35% in 2024 to 645, mainly affecting
Ukrainians, Moldovans, and Azerbaijanis, while return orders declined by 67% to 450. By contrast, effective returns increased by 17%
to 310, primarily involving nationals of Turkiye, Serbia, and Georgia.

Trafficking in persons in Slovakia affects both nationals and foreigners, with heightened risks among Roma communities, children,
migrant workers, refugees, and people experiencing homelessness or mental health challenges. In 2024, police investigated 18 cases,
broadly in line with 2023 (19) but below 2022 levels (25); 17 traffickers were indicted and 20 convicted. Victim identification declined
for a second year, with 35 victims formally identified (-8% year-on-year), most of them children (57%). Of these, 22 were victims of
sexual exploitation and 13 of labour trafficking, while NGOs identified a further eight victims. In October 2023, the Slovak Republic
approved the National Programme for Combating Human Trafficking 2024-2028, which also relates to migration and foreigners. In the
same year, the Slovakia published the Analysis of Human Trafficking for the purpose of Labour Exploitation, distinguishing between
trafficking in human beings for the purpose of forced labour and severe labour exploitation.

Slovakia's migration and asylum policy continues to be shaped by EU legislation, with the country maintaining a restrictive stance
toward irregular migration while gradually expanding regulated legal migration channels. Between 2024 and 2025, Slovakia
introduced a series of reforms aimed at facilitating labour mobility and improving the management of residence procedures. Key
amendments included reduced salary thresholds and simplified eligibility criteria for EU Blue Cards, shorter minimum contract
requirements, extended validity periods, and the introduction of an A2 Slovak language requirement for long-term residence.
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Seasonal work rules were also liberalised through a new short-term contract with reduced contributions and simplified administrative
procedures. Further changes to the Act on the Residence of Foreigners introduced business-residence quotas, extended national visa
validity, and updated rules for changing the purpose of stay, while Slovakia also aligned its legislation with the EU Seasonal Workers
Directive. Amendments to the Asylum Act revised subsidy rules and streamlined temporary protection procedures, with additional
restrictions introduced from March 2025 limiting accommodation contributions to beneficiaries meeting specific vulnerability criteria.

In June 2025, the government approved the National Strategy for Asylum and Migration Management, a five-year framework to
strengthen Slovakia’s migration and asylum governance. While Slovakia initially opposed the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum, the
Strategy is firmly anchored in EU legislation and reflects key European priorities, including integrated migration management, legal
migration pathways, cross-sectoral coordination, contingency planning, and migrant integration. It also addresses national priorities
related to managing legal and irregular migration. To operationalise the Strategy, a national Action Plan is under preparation and is
expected to be finalised by mid-2026, explicitly aligning Slovakia’s migration framework with the EU Pact.

Slovakia is a party to several migration dialogues, including the Prague Process. In 2018, it voted against the Global Compact for
Migration.
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