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Data from international sources is updated automatically as it becomes available.


https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/41/population
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/322/migration
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/322/migration
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.1564.TO
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/683/Employment-Unemployment
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/683/Employment-Unemployment
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/23/gross-domestic-product-gdp
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://info.police.ge/page?id=768&parent_id=258
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://idp.moh.gov.ge/mainlist.php?lang=1&uid=202301081814284084311512
https://idp.moh.gov.ge/mainlist.php?lang=1&uid=202301081814284084311512
https://idp.moh.gov.ge/mainlist.php?lang=1&uid=202301081814284084311512
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/georgia/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/georgia/

Migration Authorities
Responsible Body

State Commission on Migration Issues (SCMI)

Line Ministries

Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Health and Social Affairs (MoLHSA)
Ministry of Justice (Mo))

State Security Service (SSS)

Ministry of Education, Science and Youth

Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Ministry of Finance

Agencies
The IDPs, Eco-Migrants and Livelihood Agency LEPL
The State Employment Support Agency LEPL

Public Service Development Agency LEPL

Key Policy Documents

Migration Strategy of Georgia 2021-2030

Integrated Border Management Strategy for 2023-2027
Human Rights Strategy of Georgia for 2022-2030

Migration Strategy of Georgia 2016-2020

2018 Law on Vocational Education

2016 Law on International Protection

2015 Law on Labour Migration

2014 Law on the Legal Status of Aliens and Stateless Persons
2014 Organic Law on Georgian Citizenship

Migration Strategy of Georgia 2013-2015

2013-2020 Vocational Education and Training Development Strategy
2011 Law of Georgia on Personal Data Protection

2011 Law on Compatriots Residing Abroad and Diaspora Organizations


https://migration.commission.ge/index.php?article_id=1&clang=1
https://police.ge/en/home
https://mfa.gov.ge/
https://www.moh.gov.ge/index.php?lang=1
https://justice.gov.ge/?lang=2
https://ssg.gov.ge/
https://mes.gov.ge/?id=&lang=eng
https://www.economy.ge/?lang=en
https://www.mof.ge/en/
https://idp.moh.gov.ge/mainlist.php?lang=1&uid=202301081814284084311512
https://worknet.moh.gov.ge/
https://sda.gov.ge/?page_id=7466&lang=en
http://migration.commission.ge/files/ms_2021-2030_eng_08.02.21.pdf
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/5904088?publication=0
https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/5757268?publication=0
http://migration.commission.ge/files/migration_strategy_2016-2020_eng_final_amended_08.2018.pdf
https://matsne.gov.ge/en/document/download/4334842/0/en/pdf
https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/2016/en/122649
https://matsne.gov.ge/en/document/view/2806732?publication=3
https://matsne.gov.ge/en/document/view/2278806?publication=16
https://matsne.gov.ge/en/document/view/2342552?publication=8
https://migration.commission.ge/files/migration_strategy_-_eng.pdf
https://mes.gov.ge/uploads/12.%20VET%20Strategy%202013-20_EN.pdf
https://matsne.gov.ge/en/document/view/1561437?publication=23
https://matsne.gov.ge/en/document/view/1524714?impose=parallelEnRu&fullscreen=1&publication=8

Relevant Publications

ENIGMMA 2 Case Study: Georgian Diaspora in Greece, Italy and Spain
Georgian Diaspora and Migrant Communities in Germany, Greece and Turkey
Circular Migration Schemes in Georgia

Georgia Migration Profile 2017

Georgia Extended Migration Profile 2011

Georgia Extended Migration Profile 2013

Georgia Migration Profile 2015

Brief Migration Profile Remittances: Georgia

Estimates for Georgian Migrants in Turkey: Regular and Irregular Migration
Overview of the EU Mobility Partnership Instrument: Summary of the Initiatives in Georgia and Moldova
The State of Migration in Georgia

EMN National Report on Migration and Asylum 2022

Migration Profile of Georgia 2021

EMN study 2023: Annual report on migration and asylum EMN Observer Country Statistical annex (2023)


https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/38-studies/194-enigmma-2-case-study-georgian-diaspora-in-greece-italy-and-spain
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/38-studies/195-georgian-diaspora-and-migrant-communities-in-germany-greece-and-turkey
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/91-circular-migration-schemes-in-georgia
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/86-georgia-migration-profile-2017
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/10-georgia-extended-migration-profile-2011
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/36-georgia-extended-migration-profile-2013
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/37-georgia-migration-profile-2015
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/153-brief-migration-profile-remittances
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/160-estimates-for-georgian-migrants-in-turkey-regular-and-irregular-migration-enigmma-working-paper
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/161-overview-of-the-eu-mobility-partnership-instrument-summary-of-the-initiatives-in-georgia-and-moldova
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/169-the-state-of-migration-in-georgia-report-developed-in-the-framework-of-the-eu-funded-enhancing-georgia-s-migration-management-enigmma-project
https://migration.commission.ge/files/emn_factsheets2022_ge_0_1.pdf
https://migration.commission.ge/files/mmp21_eng_web3c.pdf
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/0a5a5467-9c8a-4efa-ad27-fdda11bdcdf8_en?filename=EMN_Observer_StatisticalAnnex_041024.pdf

For the past two decades, Georgia experience a negative net migration rate, with the exception of 2022, when the country recorded a
positive net migration of 54,509 persons. Political instability, security threats, and socio-economic challenges continue to be key push
factors for emigration. Youth and individuals with higher-than-average education levels are particularly prone to leaving the country.

According to the National Statistics Office of Georgia, between 98,000 and 240,000 persons emigrated annually in 2018-2023, with
half of them aged 15-39. In 2023, the number of emigrants peaked at 245,064, including 163,480 Georgian citizens. This contrasts
with the lowest figure in the past eight years, recorded in 2020, when 74,264 people, including 43,349 Georgian citizens, emigrated,
largely due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The most populous Georgian communities exist in the Russian Federation (450,000 persons in 2020), Greece (85,000), Ukraine,
Azerbaijan, the US, and Armenia. In 2020, the total number of Georgians living abroad amounted to 861,077, representing
approximately 23% of Georgia’s overall population. It is expected that Georgia may lose another 150,000 in population by 2030,
partly due to continued high emigration rates.

Remittances play a crucial role in Georgia’s economy, constituting 13,8% of the country’s GDP in 2023, totalling 4.201.3 mIn USD.
Studies suggest that remittances have had a significant impact on the country’s economic development. In 2020, Georgia ranked
23rd globally for remittance inflows as a percentage of GDP and was second among Eastern Partnership countries, following Moldova.
Over the past decade, there has been a gradual decline in the number of Georgian emigrants in post-Soviet countries, leading to a
corresponding decrease in remittances from these countries. Meanwhile, the share of remittances coming from the EU has risen.

Since the introduction of visa-free travel with the EU in 2017, the number of Georgian nationals in the Union has rapidly increased. In
2023, the EU issued nearly 34,000 first-time residence permits to Georgian citizens, with the majority issued in Poland, lItaly,
Germany, and Slovakia. Overall, in 2023, Georgian citizens held over 122,530 valid residence permits in the EU, with the majority
issued in Italy, Poland, and Greece. While Poland and Italy predominantly issued these permits for employment purposes, France
issued the most permits for family reunification and refugee status. Poland attracts a substantial number migrants within its simplified
circular migratory schemes that allow Georgian citizens to work in Poland for six months within a 12-month period. Following the
signing of the bilateral agreement between Germany and Georgia in 2020, Georgian labour migrants have also been coming to
Germany for seasonal employment in the agriculture sector. Outside the EU, another popular destination for Georgian seasonal
migrants is Turkiye.

Along with regular flows, irregular migration to the EU has also increased. The number of Georgian nationals refused entry increased
from 2,065 in 2020 to 4,320 in 2023. The number of Georgians staying in the EU irregularly has reached 21,910 persons in 2023,
increasing by 87% compared to 11,695 in 2021. The return rate of irregular Georgian migrants slightly improved, from 46% in 2021
to 48% 2022. However, the number of return decisions issued to nationals of Georgia rose by 100% from 10,645 in 2021 to 20,180 in
2023, with most orders issued by France and Poland. Georgia actively cooperates with the EU on returns, respecting the
implementation of the readmission agreement concluded with the EU in 2011. The country has also concluded bilateral implementing
protocols with 12 EU Member states. The established AVRR programme supports returnees with various reintegration assistance, such
as financial, medical or business development support. In addition to the EU, Georgia concluded readmission agreements with
Ukraine, Switzerland, Norway, Denmark, Moldova, Montenegro, Belarus, and Iceland. Negotiations with other countries are ongoing.

The worldwide stock of refugees from Georgia has increased in recent years reaching 14,695 persons in 2023, compared to 9,754
persons in 2021, with most of them residing in France. In 2023, the number of asylum applications filed by Georgian citizens within
the EU+ area decreased by 3,594 totalling 25,209 applications, compared to 2022. Germany received the highest number of these
applications followed by France and Italy. While several EU countries added Georgia to the list of safe countries of origin to stem
unfounded asylum claims, Belgium removed Georgia from the list in 2023.

Georgia has witnessed a significant inflow of foreign nationals in recent years. According to the National Statistics Office, number of
immigrants has increased from 89,996 in 2020 to 205,857 in 2023. English language certificate programmes have attracted many
international students, indicating an increase from 6,643 students in 2015-2016 academic year to 30,701 in 2023-2024 academic
year. Other immigrant groups include labour migrants, family members, entrepreneurs and refugees from Ukraine, Turkey, India,
Azerbaijan, Russia and other countries, with noteworthy majority of Georgian citizens (91,896 in 2023).

Georgia hosts over 26,019 refugees originating mostly from Ukraine, Syria, Iraq, Iran, and Russia. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine also
resulted in increased migration and refugee flows to Georgia from these two countries: some 26,000 Ukrainian refugees and 100,000
Russian ‘relokanty’. Over the past decade, Georgia has also become a transit and destination country for African and Asian migrants.
Georgia also features approximately 295,872 internally displaced persons from the occupied regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.
Internal displacement in Georgia dates to the events of 1991-1993 and 2008, with some also displaced due to natural disasters.

Since the initiation of the European Neighbourhood Policy in 2003, Georgia has significantly progressed with developing and
improving its migration policy framework and governance. This process was largely linked to the implementation of the Visa
Liberalisation Action Plan as well as the country’s Migration Strategies 2013-2015 and 2016-2020. The newly released Migration
Strategy for 2021-2030 builds on the previous documents and determines the key strategic directions in migration policy based on
research, evidence and experience. Georgia's Migration Strategies also reflect and build on the 2015 European Agenda on Migration
and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), highlighting Georgia’s active role in regional and international
cooperation on migration. Other strategic documents and agreements between Georgia and the EU provide additional guidelines on
the further development of migration management and the competent institutions in Georgia. Following the application for EU
membership in March 2022, Georgia was granted candidate status in December 2023.


https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/322/migration
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/316/population-and-demography
https://www.pmcresearch.org/publications_file/09d06320328790cd7.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://migration.commission.ge/index.php?article_id=216&clang=1
https://www.knomad.org/publication/migration-and-development-brief-40
https://pmcg-i.com/publication/issue-139-emigration-and-effect-of-remittances-on-georgian-economy/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_resfirst__custom_12685358/default/bar?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_resvalid__custom_12769172/default/bar?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_resvalid__custom_12769228/default/bar?lang=en
https://gda.ge/shared/UserFiles/Images/OECD-A-Review-of-Georgian-Emigrants.pdf
https://lang-psz.praca.gov.pl/en/dla-bezrobotnych-i-poszukujacych-pracy/dla-cudzoziemcow/oswiadczenia-o-powierzeniu
https://lang-psz.praca.gov.pl/en/dla-bezrobotnych-i-poszukujacych-pracy/dla-cudzoziemcow/oswiadczenia-o-powierzeniu
https://www.agenda.ge/en/news/2021/379
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/MIGR_EIRFS__custom_2230716/default/table?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_eirfs__custom_12685882/default/table?lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52023DC0730
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52023DC0730
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52023DC0730
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_eiord__custom_12685948/default/table?lang=en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/SWD_2023_697%20Georgia%20report.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=3pu0Sl
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/16785885/
https://oc-media.org/features/here-you-are-nobody-georgians-struggle-to-receive-asylum-in-france/
https://oc-media.org/features/here-you-are-nobody-georgians-struggle-to-receive-asylum-in-france/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/607026/belgium-removes-georgia-from-list-of-safe-countries
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/316/population-and-demography
https://migration.commission.ge/index.php?article_id=299&clang=1
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/61/higher-education
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/322/migration
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=t50Lqt
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/467-forced-migration-from-ukraine-migration-scenarios-2-0
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/475-icmpd-migration-outlook-eastern-europe-and-central-asia-2024
https://georgia.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1311/files/documents/IOM%20Country%20Strategy%20Georgia.pdf
https://idp.moh.gov.ge/mainlist.php?lang=1&uid=202301081814284084311512
http://migration.commission.ge/files/ms_2021-2030_eng_08.02.21.pdf
http://migration.commission.ge/files/ms_2021-2030_eng_08.02.21.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52015DC0240
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/enlargement/georgia/

Georgia endorsed the Global Compact for Migration in 2018. The country is actively cooperating with international organizations to
continue the GCM implementation in compliance with all relevant national and international legal frameworks.
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