
Belarus (cooperation suspended)

General Information

Population
9 133 712 (World Bank 2024)

9 155 978 (BELSTAT 2024)

Immigration
1 067 090 (UN DESA
Immigration Stock 2020)

34 846 (BELSTAT 2019)

Emigration
1 483 626 (UN DESA
Emigration Stock 2020)

20 976 (BELSTAT 2019)

Working-age
population
6 031 557 (World Bank 2024)

5 353 585 (BELSTAT 2024)

Unemployment rate
3.5 % (World Bank 2023)

2.9 % (BELSTAT 2024)

GDP
75 961 865 471.9 current
prices USD (World Bank 2024)

224 200 000 000 current
prices BYN (BELSTAT 2024)

Refugees, Asylum
seekers, IDPs
Refugees

43 397 (UNHCR 2024)

Asylum Seekers

1 224 (UNHCR 2024)

IDPs

0 (UNHCR 2024)

Citizenship
By Birth

No (GLOBALCIT 2024)

By Descent

Yes (GLOBALCIT 2024)

Years of Residency

5 (GLOBALCIT 2024)

Territory
207 600 km2 (CIA World
Factbook)

Data from international sources is updated automatically as it becomes available.

https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
https://www.belstat.gov.by/en/ofitsialnaya-statistika/Demographic-and-social-statistics/population-and-migration/population/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
http://www.belstat.gov.by/en/ofitsialnaya-statistika/social-sector/demografiya_2/osnovnye-pokazateli-za-period-s-__-po-____gody_3/general-migration-results-in-the-republic-of-belarus
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
http://www.belstat.gov.by/en/ofitsialnaya-statistika/social-sector/demografiya_2/osnovnye-pokazateli-za-period-s-__-po-____gody_3/general-migration-results-in-the-republic-of-belarus
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.1564.TO
https://www.belstat.gov.by/en/ofitsialnaya-statistika/Demographic-and-social-statistics/population-and-migration/population/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SL.UEM.TOTL.NE.ZS
https://www.belstat.gov.by/en/ofitsialnaya-statistika/Demographic-and-social-statistics/employment
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://www.belstat.gov.by/en/o-belstate/news-and-events/news/gross-domestic-product-in-january-november-2024/
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/belarus/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/belarus/


Migration Authorities
Responsible Body
Ministry of Internal Affairs  

Line Ministries
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Labour & Social Protection

Agencies
Department of Citizenship & Migration

State Border Committee

State Security Committee

Key Policy Documents
2020 Amendments to the Law on Citizenship of Belarus

2019 Amendments to the Law on the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens and Stateless Persons

2014 The Presidential Decree on the stay of Ukrainian citizens in Belarus

2010 Law on External Labour Migration

2010 (2016 amended) Law on the Legal Status of Aliens and Stateless Persons

2008 (amended 2016) Law on Asylum

2003 (amended 2019) Code on Administrative Offences

http://mvd.gov.by/en/main.aspx
http://mfa.gov.by/en/
http://www.mintrud.gov.by/en/
http://mvd.gov.by/en/main.aspx?guid=16961
http://gpk.gov.by/en/gpk/
https://www.kgb.by/en/
https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/H12000067_1608152400.pdf
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=H11900267&p1=1&p5=0
https://www.refworld.org/publisher,NATLEGBOD,,,56e2d9e64,0.html
https://www.refworld.org/country,,,LEGISLATION,BLR,,4c2223842,0.html
https://www.refworld.org/country,,,LEGISLATION,BLR,,4c221ead2,0.html
https://www.refworld.org/country,,,LEGISLATION,BLR,,493541fd2,0.html
https://cis-legislation.com/document.fwx?rgn=14895


The Republic of Belarus is both a country of emigration and immigration. The positive net migration notwithstanding, the population
of Belarus is slowly declining. Since 1996, it lost over 800,000 people including 60,000 persons in 2020 alone.

According to the 2019 population census, Belarus is home to some 764,000 immigrants most of whom originate from Russia,
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. Over half of them came to Belarus for family reasons.  In the past decade, migration flows to the country
have been steadily increasing and reached 34,846 in 2019. Overall, international migrants constitute 10-15% of the total population
of Belarus. At the end of 2020, among the holders of temporary residence permits around 40% resided for studies, 24% for business
reasons, and 24% due to family reunification.

Due to the worsening labour shortages, the country has also been attracting more foreign labour migrants in recent years. In 2019,
Belarus issued or extended 10,917 special permits for labour activities, with over half of them issued in the capital Minsk alone.
However, the COVID-19 pandemic reduced migration considerably in 2020, both in terms of incoming labour migrants (from 20,862
to 16,368) and of own nationals going abroad with the assistance of legal entities and individual entrepreneurs for employment
abroad (from 9,061 to 4,723).

Most migrant workers in Belarus originate from CIS countries – in particular Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan – but also from
Ukraine and China. Belarus has a comprehensive legal framework regulating all aspects of migration, primarily based on the
national Constitution, the Criminal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Code of Administrative Offences, as well as the laws
listed above.   

Migration from Belarus has been equally growing. The outflow in 2019 amounting to 20,976 doubled in comparison to 9,855 in
2015. While Russia still represents the top destination for Belarus nationals,  the number of valid residence permits issued to
Belarus nationals in the EU for work reasons has been growing by some 8.000-10.000 every year since 2016. In 2018, the total
number of valid work permits amounted to over 36.000 with half of them issued by Poland, followed by Lithuania. Both countries
have long been the main destination countries for Belarusian labour migrants in the EU. In October 2020, the Ministry of Interior of
Belarus announced another spike in outflows with some 13,000 Belarus nationals leaving in just two months after the August 2020
Presidential elections.

Irregular migration to Belarus remains limited. In 2018, the country deported 2839 individuals and a little over 1500 in 2020.
However, Belarus is a transit country for irregular migrants aiming to reach the EU. Criminal transnational networks play a key role
in smuggling migrants, most on whom come to Belarus legally on a visa. In autumn 2021, the situation with irregular migrants on
the Polish-Belarusian and Lithuanian-Belarusian borders particularly escalated causing strong reactions across the EU.

Since 1997, some 10,000 asylum seekers from 71 countries have applied for refugee or humanitarian status in Belarus. The year
2020 saw 589 such applications, marking a 10% decrease as compared to 2019 (654 applicants). Nationals of Ukraine filed 75% of
all applications in 2020 and 87.7% in 2019.

The beginning of 2020 saw the long-awaited signing of the Readmission and the Visa Facilitation Agreements with the EU that came
into force half a year later. However, in June 2021, Belarus suspended the agreement and the cooperation with the EU has rapidly
deteriorated since then.

In terms of recent policy updates, in December 2020, Belarus amended its Citizenship law, simplifying the related procedures and
clarifying the rules for refusal. The amendment also introduced the restoration of Belarus’ citizenship for persons returning to the
country for permanent residence. The year 2020 also saw amendments to the Law "On the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens and
Stateless Persons in Belarus", which have further aligned the legislation to the actual application practice and the socio-economic
needs of Belarus. The amendments also provide additional mechanisms for migration control,  facilitating the use of coercive
measures towards foreign nationals.

latest update: 31 December 2021

https://www.belstat.gov.by/ofitsialnaya-statistika/solialnaya-sfera/naselenie-i-migratsiya/migratsiya/godovye-dannye/
https://www.belstat.gov.by/upload/iblock/116/116751cfcaa9b9276b9699255e5d9347.pdf
https://www.belstat.gov.by/ofitsialnaya-statistika/solialnaya-sfera/naselenie-i-migratsiya/migratsiya/godovye-dannye/
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimatesmaps.asp?1t1
https://e-cis.info/cooperation/3728/84725/
https://e-cis.info/cooperation/3782/91015/
https://e-cis.info/cooperation/3782/91015/
https://e-cis.info/cooperation/3782/91015/
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/belarus_en.pdf
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/256-the-eu-belarus-mobility-partnership-the-way-forward
https://www.dw.com/ru/mvd-belarusi-soobshhilo-o-vyezde-13-tysjach-belorusov-v-polshu-i-ukrainu/a-55348591
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/250-combating-irregular-migration-and-human-trafficking-in-the-cis-countries
https://e-cis.info/cooperation/3782/91015/
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/250-combating-irregular-migration-and-human-trafficking-in-the-cis-countries
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/36237/germany-expects-thousands-more-irregular-migrants-from-belarus
https://e-cis.info/cooperation/3782/91015/
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=3961&p0=H12000067


Relevant Publications
The EU-Belarus Mobility Partnership: The Way Forward

Combating irregular migration and human trafficking in the CIS countries

Migration and Mobility in Eastern Europe and Central Asia: What to expect in times of COVID-19?

Belarus Migration Profile Light 2013

UN DESA 2014

Migration Data Portal 2020

https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/256-the-eu-belarus-mobility-partnership-the-way-forward
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/250-combating-irregular-migration-and-human-trafficking-in-the-cis-countries
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/38-studies/214-migration-and-mobility-in-eastern-europe-and-central-asia-what-to-expect-in-times-ofcovid-19
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/23-belarus-migration-profile-light-2013
https://esa.un.org/miggmgprofiles/indicators/files/Belarus.pdf
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/search?text=data

