
Armenia

General Information

Population
3 033 500 (World Bank 2024)

2 991 200 (ARMSTAT 2024)

Immigration
274 645 (UN DESA Stock
2024)

48 300 (ARMSTAT Flow 2023)

Emigration
637 604 (UN DESA Stock
2024)

6 900 (ARMSTAT Flow 2023)

Working-age
population
2 034 270 (World Bank 2024)

2 223 200 (ARMSTAT 2023)

Unemployment rate
8.4 % (World Bank 2021)

12.4 % (ARMSTAT 2023)

GDP
25 786 585 949.6 current
prices USD (World Bank 2024)

9 453 175 current prices AMD
(ARMSTAT 2023)

Refugees, Asylum
seekers, IDPs
Refugees

144 379 (UNHCR 2024)

208 (Migration Service 2022)

Asylum Seekers

975 (UNHCR 2024)

968 (Migration Service 2022)

IDPs

0 (UNHCR 2024)

100 490 (RA Government
2023)

Citizenship
By Birth

No (GLOBALCIT 2024)

By Descent

Yes (conditional) (GLOBALCIT
2024)

Years of Residency

5 (GLOBALCIT 2024)

Territory
29 743 km2 (CIA World
Factbook)

Data from international sources is updated automatically as it becomes available.

https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL
https://statbank.armstat.am/pxweb/en/ArmStatBank/ArmStatBank__2%20Population%20and%20social%20processes__28%20Population/PS-pp-7-2021.px/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://statbank.armstat.am/pxweb/en/ArmStatBank/ArmStatBank__2%20Population%20and%20social%20processes__28%20Population/PS-pp-13-2021.px/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://statbank.armstat.am/pxweb/en/ArmStatBank/ArmStatBank__2%20Population%20and%20social%20processes__28%20Population/PS-pp-13-2021.px/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.1564.TO
https://statbank.armstat.am/pxweb/en/ArmStatBank/ArmStatBank__2%20Population%20and%20social%20processes__23%20Employment%20and%20unemployment/PS-eu-9-2023.px/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SL.UEM.TOTL.NE.ZS
https://statbank.armstat.am/pxweb/en/ArmStatBank/ArmStatBank__2%20Population%20and%20social%20processes__23%20Employment%20and%20unemployment/PS-eu-1-2023.px/
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=NY.GDP.MKTP.CD
https://statbank.armstat.am/pxweb/en/ArmStatBank/ArmStatBank__1%20Econnomy%20and%20finance__15%20National%20Accounts__151%20SNA%202008__1511%20Annual%20data__15111%20Production%20of%20GDP/EF-NA-08AP01.px/
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://migration.am/content/pdf/________2022-arm.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://migration.am/content/pdf/________2022-arm.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=nH3dJt
https://www.gov.am/en/news/item/10371/
https://www.gov.am/en/news/item/10371/
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://globalcit.eu/modes-acquisition-citizenship
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/armenia
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/armenia


Migration Authorities
Responsible Body
Ministry of Internal Affairs 

Line Ministries
Office of the High Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Health

Agencies
Migration Service

State Employment Service Agency

National Security Service

Border Guard Troops

Police;

Statistical Committee

Key Policy Documents
Armenia Transformation Strategy 2050

2014-2025 Strategic Program of Prospective Development 

Government Programme 2021-2026 

National Security Strategy of the Republic of Armenia

The Conceptual framework of the Republic of Armenia for the state

management of migration 2021

2017-2021 Action Plan for Ensuring Border Security and Integrated State Border Management

2008 (2015) Law on Refugees and Asylum

2006 (2019) Law on Foreigners

2001 Law on the State Border

1995 (2010) Citizenship Law

2001 Law on Political Asylum

Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Armenia on the facilitation of the issuance of visas

https://mia.gov.am/
http://diaspora.gov.am/en/diasporas
https://www.mfa.am/en/
https://www.mlsa.am/
https://www.moj.am/en
https://www.moh.am/#1/0
https://migration.am/about-us
https://employment.am/en/index.html
https://www.sns.am/en
https://sahmanapah.sns.am/en/
https://www.police.am/en/home.html
https://www.armstat.am/en/?nid=82&id=2347
https://www.primeminister.am/u_files/file/Haytararutyunner/Armenia2050_7_5.pdf
https://policy.asiapacificenergy.org/sites/default/files/Development%20Strategy%20of%20the%20Republic%20of%20Armenia%20for%202014-2025_ENG.pdf
https://www.gov.am/en/gov-program/
https://www.mfa.am/filemanager/security%20and%20defense/Armenia%202020%20National%20Security%20Strategy.pdf
https://migration.am/content/pdf/Conceptual%20Framework%20for%20the%20Migration%20Management%202021%20%20English.pdf
https://migration.am/content/pdf/Conceptual%20Framework%20for%20the%20Migration%20Management%202021%20%20English.pdf
https://www.arlis.am/DocumentView.aspx?DocID=155100
http://www.refworld.org/country,,,LEGISLATION,ARM,,4f1986412,0.html
https://www.refworld.org/country,LEGAL,,,ARM,,3ae6b4ec2c,0.html
http://www.refworld.org/country,,,LEGISLATION,ARM,,3f38e4a14,0.html
http://www.refworld.org/country,,,LEGISLATION,ARM,,51b770884,0.html
https://www.refworld.org/country,LEGAL,,,ARM,,3de268f22,0.html
https://www.refworld.org/country,LEGAL,,,ARM,,54e1ef504,0.html


The Republic of Armenia has one of the highest emigration rates globally, with an estimated 7 million Armenians living in over 100
countries. Historically, this considerable exodus occurred by virtue of various political and socioeconomic factors within the country.

Labour migration constitutes a viable option for many Armenians, with the Russian Federation being the prime destination. Most
Armenian migrants move to urban areas in Russia for employment purposes and typically return home within three to twelve
months. In 2021, the number of Armenians who registered their place of residence in Russia exceeded 150,000. Of these, 73% were
employed, 20% had family reunification status, and 3% were in Russia for educational purposes. Armenia largely benefits from the
resulting remittances, amounting to 7.6% of the GDP in 2023.  

Along with Russia, other post-Soviet countries, several EU Member States, the US and Canada are home to the largest ethnic
Armenian communities. Since 2019, Poland, Germany, Spain and France issued the lion’s share of first-time residence permits to
Armenians within the EU. In 2023, Armenians received 9,942 first-time residence permits in the EU, according to the preliminary
data. Poland granted most of these residence permits for work reasons (2,643), followed by Spain (230), France (746) and Germany
(652 for family reasons, and 893 for other reasons). As most of the work permits Migration of Armenians to Poland is mostly
temporary, given that most (2,102) first-time permits were issued for the period from 6 to 11 months. Meanwhile, migration to
France and Germany tends to be more long-term, as also confirmed by the number of all valid residence permits at the end of 2023. 
Some Armenians have also sought legal status in the EU through asylum applications. The peak in applications (8,465) occurred in
2016 with many applicants being Syrians of Armenian ethnic origin holding dual citizenship.  While asylum applications declined to
1,875 in 2020, they rose again reaching 6,105 in 2023.

The year 2022 was marked by a significant increase in migration flows towards Armenia, facing the influx of primarily Russian
nationals, largely due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. That year, 16,658 foreigners acquired residency status in Armenia, a fourfold
increase compared to 2021. The number of individuals granted permanent residency increased by 2.5 times, while the number of
foreigners with temporary residency status saw a fivefold rise,  when compared to the previous year.  58% of  those granted
permanent residency in 2022 in Armenia were Russian nationals, with citizens of Iran, Georgia, and Ukraine also receiving a
significant share of such permits. About 56% of foreigners who received permanent residence did so based on their Armenian ethnic
origin, while 21% were granted residency due to their entrepreneurial activities in the country. The number of foreigners granted
Armenian citizenship in 2022 rose by 150% compared to 2021,  while  the number of  individuals  renouncing their  Armenian
citizenship fell by approximately 22%. Three-quarters of the new Armenian citizens were previously Russian nationals, and 98% of
those granted Armenian citizenship were of Armenian ethnic origin.

Compared to the previous four years, the number of individuals seeking asylum in Armenia nearly quadrupled in 2022. While the
annual asylum applications ranged between 200 and 260 from 2018 to 2021, in 2022, 964 foreigners and four stateless individuals
applied for asylum. Of these, 358 foreigners were granted refugee status. Ukrainian citizens accounted for half of asylum seekers in
Armenia, with approximately 60% of them being granted refugee status. A larger number of asylum seekers also came from Iraq and
Iran. Following the military operation of Azerbaijan in the Karabakh region in September 2023, 100, 490 Karabakh Armenians fled
the region for Armenia.

In 2022, 817 Armenian citizens returned to Armenia, 92% of whom were voluntary returnees, who applied for reintegration
programs. Of these, 69% received social assistance, 27% received business assistance, and 4% received employment assistance. The
return rates of irregular Armenian migrants from the EU have increased but ever slightly from 22% in 2021 (550 out of 2,530
 persons who were ordered to leave actually returned) to 24% in 2023 (680 out of 2,860 persons returned). Most of the returns in
2023 were ordered in France, Germany and Belgium. A comprehensive national strategy for the reintegration of Armenian nationals
and the integration of migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and IDPs remains to be adopted.

Armenia has endorsed the Global Compacts on Migration and Refugees and is a member state of the Prague Process. In July 2024,
the EU initiated a dialogue on visa liberalisation with Armenia, marking a significant step towards a visa-free regime with the EU. In
recent years, the Armenian government has prioritised further development of migration policy, including through the IMPACT
project, implemented as part of the EU-funded ‘Local Empowerment of Actors for Development’ (LEAD) initiative, where ICMPD is
partnering with UNDP, Austrian Development Agency and FAO. Since the end of 2022, the management of migration processes has
been transferred to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, with the Migration and Citizenship Service restructured as a subordinate entity
under the Ministry.

latest update: 9 September 2024

http://diaspora.gov.am/en/diasporas
https://www.armstat.am/en/?nid=82&id=2347
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP-2018_2021.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS?locations=AM
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_resfirst__custom_12582621/default/table?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_asyappctza__custom_12582666/default/table?lang=en
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP_2022.pdf
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP_2022.pdf
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP_2022.pdf
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP_2022.pdf
https://www.gov.am/en/news/item/10371/
https://www.gov.am/en/news/item/10371/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_eirtn1__custom_12582449/default/table?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_eirtn1__custom_12582449/default/table?lang=en
https://www.google.at/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIjfvRhKbvAhWhmIsKHdZYBHMQFjAAegQIAhAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unescap.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FArmenia_Voluntary%2520GCM%2520Survey%2520Report.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2aesbuAlHvaWm6udXtIglb


Relevant Publications
Russian “Relokanty” in the Caucasus and Central Asia

Emigration from Russia after 24 February 2022: main patterns and developments

We very much welcome the whole-of-route approach

Armenia's migration cooperation with the European Union and Eurasian Economic Union

Closing the policy gaps concerning an eventual mass influx of asylum seekers to Armenia

Assessing Armenia’s Migration Strategy for 2017-2021

Armenia Extended Migration Profile 2011

Armenia Migration Profile Light 2014

Migration Profile 2022 Return and Reintegration Facility

Extended Migration Profile 2018-2021

Armenian Migration Profile (2023)

EMN study 2023: Annual report on migration and asylum EMN Observer Country Statistical annex (2023)

https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/472-russian-relokanty-in-the-caucasus-and-central-asia-cooperation-and-tensions-between-states-and-societies
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/377-emigration-from-russia-after-24-february-2022-main-patterns-and-developments
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/migration-observatory/interviews/341-we-very-much-welcome-the-whole-of-route-approach
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/224-armenia-s-migration-cooperation-with-the-european-union-and-eurasian-economic-union
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/93-closing-the-policy-gaps-concerning-an-eventual-mass-influx-of-asylum-seekers-to-armenia
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/34-briefs/89-assessing-armenia-s-migration-strategy-for-2017-2021
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/6-armenia-extended-migration-profile-2011
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/36-migration-profiles/21-armenia-migration-profile-light-2014
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP_2022.pdf
https://reintegrationfacility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/English-EMP-2018_2021.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/migration-governance-indicators-profile-2023-republic-armenia
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/0a5a5467-9c8a-4efa-ad27-fdda11bdcdf8_en?filename=EMN_Observer_StatisticalAnnex_041024.pdf

