
Moldova

General Information

Population
3.542.708 (STATML 2019)

2.617.820  (World Bank 2020)

Immigration
104.438 (UN DESA
Immigration Stock 2020)

4.223 (STATML 2018)

Emigration
1.159.443 (UN DESA
Emigration Stock 2020) 

2.243 (STATML 2018)

Working-age
population
2.298.686 (STATML 2019)

1.874.847  (World Bank 2020)

Unemployment rate
3.8% (STATML 2020)

4.7% (World Bank 2020)

GDP
11.914,04 bn, current prices
USD (World Bank 2019)

336.403.662.000 MDL
(STATML 2019)

Refugees and IDPs
Refugees:

423 (UNHCR Mid-2020)

435 (WB 2020)

Asylum seekers:

60 (UNHCR Mid-2020)

Citizenship
By Birth: No

By Descent: Yes

Years of Residency: 10

Territory
33,851 km² (CIA World
Factbook)

http://statbank.statistica.md/PxWeb/pxweb/en/20%20Populatia%20si%20procesele%20demografice/?rxid=5360837a-13b5-4912-a2e0-12892e96d2ab
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL&country=ALB,AUT,ARM,AZE,BLR,BEL,BIH,BGR,HRV,CYP,CZE,DNK,EST,FIN,FRA,GEO,DEU,GRC,HUN,IRL,ITA,KAZ,XKX,KGZ,LVA,LIE,LTU,LUX,MKD,MLT,MDA,MNE,NLD,NOR,POL,PRT,ROU,RUS,SRB,SVK,SVN,ESP,SWE,CHE,TJK,TUR,TKM,UKR,UZB
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock
https://statbank.statistica.md/pxweb/pxweb/en/20%20Populatia%20si%20procesele%20demografice/?rxid=b2ff27d7-0b96-43c9-934b-42e1a2a9a774
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http://statbank.statistica.md/PxWeb/pxweb/en/20%20Populatia%20si%20procesele%20demografice/?rxid=5360837a-13b5-4912-a2e0-12892e96d2ab
https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SP.POP.TOTL&country=ALB,AUT,ARM,AZE,BLR,BEL,BIH,BGR,HRV,CYP,CZE,DNK,EST,FIN,FRA,GEO,DEU,GRC,HUN,IRL,ITA,KAZ,XKX,KGZ,LVA,LIE,LTU,LUX,MKD,MLT,MDA,MNE,NLD,NOR,POL,PRT,ROU,RUS,SRB,SVK,SVN,ESP,SWE,CHE,TJK,TUR,TKM,UKR,UZB
http://statbank.statistica.md/PxWeb/pxweb/en/30%20Statistica%20sociala/?rxid=5360837a-13b5-4912-a2e0-12892e96d2ab
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https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=jWAn83
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Migration Authorities
Responsible Body
Ministry of Interior 

Line Ministries
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration

Ministry of Health, Labour & Social Protection

State Chancellery

Agencies
Bureau for Migration & Asylum

National Employment Agency (ANOFM)

Office for Diaspora Relations

Security and Intelligence Service

Key Policy Documents
The National Strategy on Migration and Asylum for 2011-2020

The National Strategy ‘Diaspora 2025’

The National Development Strategy ‘Moldova 2030’

The National Strategy for Preventing and Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings for 2018-2023

The Integrated Border Management Strategy for 2018-2023

The Action Plan for 2017-2020 on the (re)integration of
Moldovan citizens returning from abroad (GD 724/2017)

The Mechanism for coordinating the state policy in the field of
diaspora, migration and development

2011 Law on the Integration of Foreigners in the Republic of
Moldova

2010 Law on the Regime of Foreigners in the Republic of
Moldova

Relevant Publications
Moldova Extended Migration Profile 2008-2013

Moldova Migration Profile Light 2015

Moldova Extended Migration Profile 2010-2015

Interview with Tatiana Ciumas on the migration situation in
Moldova

Interview with Valeriu Mosneaga about Moldova's challenges
in the sphere of migration

Report: An overview of the Mobility Partnership in Georgia and

Since 1990, the population of the Republic of Moldova has
been steadily declining owing both to lower birth rates and,
more importantly, to considerable emigration. In just two
decades, the country has lost over 1 million people, accounting
for a vast Moldovan diaspora. While the 1990s saw foremost an
outflow of irregular migrants, the 2000s through enhanced
legal channels saw a spike in regular labour migration, which
continues until the present day.

According to official data on border crossings, 155.322 persons
left Moldova in 2019 as compared to 123.379 in 2014. Most of
those leaving are young people below 40 years of age. In terms
of stock figures, almost 800.000 Moldovans resided abroad at
the end of 2019. Some 45% of the total number were in the
Russian Federation, 16% in Italy, 6% in the US, 5% in Poland,
about 3% each in Portugal, Ukraine, and Germany.

Various studies reveal that socio-economic conditions (Moldova
has one of the lowest salary rates in Europe) represent the
main driver for emigration making labour migration an
attractive solution. Over 350.000 Moldovans were working or
looking for a job abroad in 2018. The choice of the particular
destination shows a strong gender dimension: while most male
labour migrants go to Germany, Russia, France and the UK, the
majority of female migrant workers migrate to Italy, Turkey,
Portugal and Greece. Considerable out-migration has made the
country dependant on remittances. In 2019, Moldovan
nationals remitted 1.88 billion US$, corresponding to 16% of
the country’s GDP.

Immigration to Moldova is insignificant with a slight upward
trend, amongst others attributed to the simplified access for
foreign nationals to higher education institutions. Out of 4.857
foreigners recorded in 2019, 41 % arrived for work reasons,
33.5 % to reunify with their families, 13 % for studies and 11 %
for other purposes. About half of them came from Ukraine,
Turkey and Russia. Foreigners represented 2.6% of the total
population of Moldova in 2020, with the majority originating
from Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus and Italy. According
to UN data, the country hosted 400 refugees in 2020. Among
the 77 asylum applications registered that year, applicants
from Turkey and Uzbekistan were most successful in obtaining
refugee status.

Diaspora as well as return and reintegration policies are
particularly important for Moldova, which has signed 13
readmission agreements - with several EU Member States,
Switzerland, Norway, North Macedonia, Serbia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Turkey, Albania, Georgia,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine. The Government is currently
updating the National Strategy on Migration and Asylum for
the new decade. Meanwhile, the National Development
Strategy “Moldova 2030” and the National Strategy “Diaspora
2025” address a wide range of aspects covered by the Global
Compact for Migration. Overall, Moldova’s migration policy
focuses on enhancing legal migration, development (e.g.
through diasporas) and the return of nationals. The 2014 EU
visa liberalization marked an important step in this regard.  

https://mai.gov.md/
http://www.mfa.gov.md/start-page-en/
https://msmps.gov.md/en
https://cancelaria.gov.md/en
http://www.bma.gov.md/en
https://www.anofm.md/
https://brd.gov.md/
https://sis.md/?status=1
https://www.legislationline.org/download/id/7202/file/Bulgaria_National_Strategy_Migration_Asylum_Integration_2011_2020_en.pdf
https://brd.gov.md/sites/default/files/sn_diaspora_2025_web.pdf
https://mei.gov.md/en/content/national-development-strategy-moldova-2030
http://www.antitrafic.gov.md/pageview.php?l=en&idc=10
http://www.antitrafic.gov.md/pageview.php?l=en&idc=10
http://lex.justice.md/index.php?action=view&view=doc&lang=1&id=378310
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https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/3ae6b4f520.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/3ae6b4f520.pdf
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https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/161-overview-of-the-eu-mobility-partnership-instrument-summary-of-the-initiatives-in-georgia-and-moldova
https://statbank.statistica.md/PxWeb/pxweb/en/20%20Populatia%20si%20procesele%20demografice/20%20Populatia%20si%20procesele%20demografice__POPrec__POP070/POP070800rcl.px/table/tableViewLayout1/?rxid=b2ff27d7-0b96-43c9-934b-42e1a2a9a774
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http://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics
https://www.worlddata.info/europe/moldova/asylum.php
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/docs/republic_of_moldova.pdf


Moldova

Handbook: A self-contained, systematic guide concerning the
rights of migrants in Moldova

https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/33-reports/161-overview-of-the-eu-mobility-partnership-instrument-summary-of-the-initiatives-in-georgia-and-moldova
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/37-handbooks-manuals/165-understanding-migrats-rights-a-handbook-for-the-republic-of-moldova
https://www.pragueprocess.eu/en/resources/repository/37-handbooks-manuals/165-understanding-migrats-rights-a-handbook-for-the-republic-of-moldova

