Population @
9.398.861 (World Bank 2020)

9.349.645 (BELSTAT
mid-2021)

Working-age
population
6.314.103 (World Bank 2020)

5.401.931 (BELSTAT
mid-2021)

Refugees and IDPs
Refugees:

61.182 (UNHCR Mid-2020)
2.823 (UNHCR BY mid-2021)
Asylum seekers:

87 (UNHCR Mid-2020)

111 (UNHCR BY mid-2021)

General Information

Immigration

1.067.090 (UN DESA
Immigration Stock 2020)

34.846 (BELSTAT 2019)

Unemployment rate
5.3% (World Bank 2020)

4.0% (BELSTAT 2020)

Citizenship

By Birth: No

By Descent: Yes
Dual Citizenship: No

Years of Residency: 7
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Emigration

1.483.626 (UN DESA
Emigration Stock 2020)

20.976 (BELSTAT 2019)

GDP

60.258,24 bn, current prices
USD (World Bank 2019)

78.927.900, current prices
BYN (BELSTAT mid-2021)

Territory

207.600 km? (CIA World
Factbook)
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Migration Authorities
Responsible Body

Ministry of Internal Affairs

Line Ministries

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Labour & Social Protection

Agencies
Department of Citizenship & Migration
State Border Committee

State Security Committee

Key Policy Documents

2020 Amendments to the Law on Citizenship of Belarus

2019 Amendments to the Law on the Legal Status of Foreign
Citizens and Stateless Persons

2014 The Presidential Decree on the stay of Ukrainian citizens
in Belarus

2010 Law on External Labour Migration

2010 (2016 amended) Law on the Legal Status of Aliens and
Stateless Persons

2008 (amended 2016) Law on Asylum

2003 (amended 2019) Code on Administrative Offences

Relevant Publications

PP Migration Profile Light 2013
UN DESA 2014

Migration Policy Centre 2013
Belarus migrant stock 2019
Migration Data Portal 2020

Policy Brief ‘The EU-Belarus Mobility Partnership: The Way
Forward’

Analytical Report ‘Combating irregular migration and human
trafficking in the CIS countries’

Background Note ‘Migration and Mobility in Eastern Europe
and Central Asia: What to expect in times of COVID-19?’

The Republic of Belarus is both a country of emigration and
immigration. The notwithstanding, the
population of Belarus is slowly declining. Since 1996, it lost
over 800,000 people including 60,000 persons in 2020 alone.

According to the , Belarus is home to
some 764,000 immigrants most of whom originate from Russia,
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. Over half of them came to Belarus for
family reasons. In the past decade, migration flows to the
country have been steadily increasing and reached in
2019. Overall, international migrants constitute of the
total population of Belarus. At the end of 2020, among the
holders of temporary residence permits around 40% resided for
studies, 24% for business reasons, and 24% due to family
reunification.

Due to the worsening labour shortages, the country has also
been attracting more foreign labour migrants in recent years.
In 2019, Belarus issued or extended special permits for
labour activities, with over half of them issued in the capital
Minsk alone. However, the COVID-19 pandemic reduced
migration considerably in 2020, both in terms of incoming
labour migrants (from ) and of own nationals
going abroad with the assistance of legal entities and
individual entrepreneurs for employment abroad (from

).

Most migrant workers in Belarus originate from CIS countries
- in particular Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan - but also
from Ukraine and China. Belarus has a

regulating all aspects of migration, primarily based
on the national Constitution, the Criminal Code, the Code of
Criminal Procedure, the Code of Administrative Offences, as
well as the laws listed above.

Migration from Belarus has been equally growing. The outflow
in 2019 amounting to 20,976 doubled in comparison to 9,855 in
2015. While Russia still represents the top destination for
Belarus nationals, the number of valid residence permits
issued to Belarus nationals in the EU for work reasons has
been growing by some .In
2018, the total number of valid work permits amounted to over
36.000 with half of them issued by Poland, followed by
Lithuania. Both countries have long been the main destination
countries for Belarusian labour migrants in the EU. In October
2020, the Ministry of Interior of Belarus another
spike in outflows with some 13,000 Belarus nationals leaving in
just two months after the August 2020 Presidential elections.

Irregular migration to Belarus remains limited. In 2018, the
country deported and a little over

. However, Belarus is a transit country for irregular
migrants aiming to reach the EU. Criminal transnational
networks play a key role in , most on whom
come to Belarus legally on a visa. In autumn 2021,

on the Polish-Belarusian and

Lithuanian-Belarusian borders particularly escalated causing
strong reactions across the EU.

Since 1997, some from 71 countries
have applied for refugee or humanitarian status in Belarus. The
year 2020 saw 589 such applications, marking a 10% decrease
as compared to 2019 (654 applicants). Nationals of Ukraine
filed 75% of all applications in 2020 and 87.7% in 2019.

The beginning of 2020 saw the long-awaited signing of the
Readmission and the Visa Facilitation Agreements with the EU
that came into force half a year later. However, in June 2021,
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Belarus suspended the agreement and the cooperation with the
EU has rapidly deteriorated since then.

In terms of recent policy updates, in December 2020, Belarus

its Citizenship law, simplifying the related
procedures and clarifying the rules for refusal. The amendment
also introduced the restoration of Belarus’ citizenship for
persons returning to the country for permanent residence. The
year 2020 also saw amendments to the Law "On the Legal
Status of Foreign Citizens and Stateless Persons in Belarus",
which have further aligned the legislation to the actual
application practice and the socio-economic needs of Belarus.
The amendments also provide additional mechanisms for
migration control, facilitating the use of coercive measures
towards foreign nationals.
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